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insel. She received me in a servant's room on the entre-
sol, sitting on a wooden chair. She refused the information
I asked for, and declared, in a state of violent excitement,
that it was her duty to guard the rights of her son. What
she said rested on the supposition that the King and her
husband could not maintain their position, and naturally
led to the conclusion that she meant to be regent during
the minority of her son. In order to obtain the co-opera-
tion of the Right in the Chambers to this end, formal over-
tures had been made to me by George von Vincke. As I
could not get at the Prince of Prussia, I tried my luck
with Prince Frederick Charles, representing to him how
necessary it was that the royal house should remain in
touch with the army, and, if his Majesty were not free,
should act in the cause without the King's command. He
replied, in a state of lively agitation, that however much
my idea might appeal to him, he nevertheless felt himself
too young to carry it out, and could not follow the exam-
ple of those students who meddled with politics, for all
he was no older than they. I then determined to attempt
to get at the King.

Prince Charles gave me at the palace at Potsdam, by
way of passport and credentials, the following open letter:
' The bearer, with whom I am well acquainted, has the
commission from me to inquire personally as to the health
of his Majesty, my most gracious brother, and to bring me
back word for what reason I have had no answer for thirty
hours to the repeated inquiries I have written in my own
hand, whether I ought not to come to Berlin.

' CHARLES, Prince of Prussia.

* Potsdam : March 21, 1848, I P.M.*